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Imagine Learning English 

Illuminating Literacy and 
Language through Technology! 

 First time in an activity: Instructions are provided 

in the students’ first language. 

 Second time: Students can access the last 

instruction in their first language by clicking a 

translation button. 

 Third time and higher: Students hear instructions 

in English, unless they take a long time to click; 

then they are repeated in their first language. 

Instructional strategy:  

Strategic Use of First Language 

“L1 Fade” for beginning English learners 
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Differentiated Instruction 

• Automatic placement:  
An adaptive assessment selects the best 
starting point in each curriculum area 

Regular Path 

Accelerated Path 

Everyday Words in Scenes [1]

Skills: Lesson Skills

My Word Book [1]

Skills: Lesson Skills

Explore Everyday Words [1]

Skills: Lesson Skills

Main

Recognize Everyday Words [1]

Skills: Lesson Skills; 

Summary_RecognizeEverydayW

ords

80% Correct?
Explore Everyday Words [1]

Skills: Lesson Skills
False

Art With a Purpose [1]

Skills: Lesson Skills

R1

Yield

Recognize Everyday Words [1]

Skills: Lesson Skills; 

Summary_RecognizeEverydayW

ords

R2

Everyday Words in Scenes [1]

Skills: Lesson Skills

Art With a Purpose [1]

Skills: Lesson Skills

Explore Everyday Words [1]

Skills: Lesson Skills

Recognize Everyday Words [1]

Skills: Lesson Skills; 

Summary_RecognizeEverydayW

ords

Everyday Words in Scenes [1]

Skills: Lesson Skills

My Word Book [1]

Skills: Lesson Skills

Explore Everyday Words [1]

Skills: Lesson Skills

Recognize Everyday Words [1]

Skills: Lesson Skills; 

Summary_RecognizeEverydayW

ords

REOS

STS: 

LibraryWords

Skills: bird; 

cat; dog; duck; 

fish

R1: 3, R2: 5

Grade: Third

>=

<

Has Theme 

Song Played?
Default

Theme Song [1]

Skills: Lesson Skills

Theme Song

ThemeSongPlaye

dBeginLevel = 

True

True

1st re-

teaching 

lesson 

3rd re-

teaching 

lesson 

2nd re-

teaching 

lesson 

If students struggle, re-teach 
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Conversational Phrases (BICS) 

Practice Modeling 

Academic Vocabulary (CALP) 

Reading Instruction 

LEVELED PAIRED READERS 
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Leveled books are in Simplified 

and Advanced forms. 

Comprehension questions target 

state test objectives. 

Graphic Organizers help with 

comprehension and writing 

process. 

Response Journal with various 

types of prompts – 

Narrative/Expository 
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ISEL - Illinois Snapshot of Early Literacy - 2006 to 2007

Two sample t-test gives p-value of <.01

ILE 1st G rade Non-ILE 1st G rade

Comparison of Overall Pretest to Posttest Improvement
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Use Technology to Build Literacy 

ILE students in first 

grade doubled the 

progress made by their 

peers (30% vs. 15%) 

 30 

15 

Note. Study of 326 students from Hazelgreen, Lane, and Stony 

Creek schools in the Alsip Hazelgreen School District 126 in Illinois. 

Impact Scores on State Tests 

Non-ILE Controls 

ILE Participants 

Mean gain score were 

3Xs higher for 

ILE participants 
in grades 2–5 

Chula Vista School District Gain Scores for California 

Standards Tests (CST), English-Language Arts Subtest 

Note. Study of 45 ILE participants and 114 non-ILE participants from Otay 

Elementary in the Chula Vista Elementary School District in California. 


